
2019 APUSH Summer Assignment 
Summer Assignment Meeting: All students taking AP US History are strongly encouraged to 
attend a meeting on Monday, June 3rd in Room 414 at 4:15.  At this meeting, we will go over 
expectations of the summer assignment and answer questions. If you are not able to attend, you are 
encouraged to speak with Mr. Holthaus or Mr. Perez before you leave for the summer. 

 

Part 1: “Hello World! This is Me!” 

One of my goals every year is to create a personal class environment that encourages everyone to 
participate in class discussion.  In hopes of speeding up the process, I would like you to write a two page 
paper on you.  I have intentionally left it a bit vague and open-ended to let you run with it, so just make the 
title "Hello World! This is Me!" and have at it.  At the end of your paper, please write a sentence or two 
about any major concerns or hopes you have for this class. 

Please send Part 1 to Mr. Holthaus by email (joseph.holthaus@dpsnc.net)  

Suggested due date is July 7th 

 

Part 2: Chapters 2 and 3 of Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States 

Chapter 2: “Drawing the Color Line” 

Chapter 3: “Persons of Mean and Vile Condition” 

Read each of these chapters.  When you have finished reading each one, write a 500-word reflection on 
what you learned.   Your reflection should first summarize the chapter (what was the main idea?). Then, 
think about the argument and interpretation that Zinn presents.  Did you learn anything different from 
what you have learned before? Do you agree with Zinn’s argument?  What evidence does he use to support 
his claims?  Explain what you agree with and what you find confusing or unclear about his argument.  Is 
there anything in his interpretation that you believe is wrong or too simplistic?  What questions do you 
have after reading these articles?    

These chapters can be found online at http://www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html 

Please send Part 2 to Mr. Holthaus by email (joseph.holthaus@dpsnc.net).   

Suggested due date is August 4th 

 

Part 3: Notes and Essay from Chapters 1-3 of United States History: Preparing for the Advanced 
Placement Examination, published by AMSCO Publication and edited by John J. Newman and 
John M. Schmalbach 

This selection (chapters 1-3) come from an excellent review book and will provide you with a great 
foundation for the beginning of the year’s content.  APUSH is a challenging course but it is much easier to 
do well if you complete the reading regularly and take notes in a way that is helpful to you.  The goal is to 
efficiently and effectively process the material as you read.  You certainly do not have to re-write the book 
to take effective notes.  The notes on these first three chapters must be handwritten and are due the 
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first day of class.  The reading selection in PDF format can also be found on the website 
https://sites.google.com/dpsnc.net/historyinthehaus/ under the tab “APUSH Summer Assignment.” 

When you have finished reading and taking notes, you must respond to the following essay prompt: 

Analyze the influence of THREE of the following on the development of a democratic society in 
the English colonies during the period from 1607 to 1745.   

● Bacon’s Rebellion 
● The Enlightenment 
● Great Awakening 
● Zenger Case 

Do not be intimidated by the essay!  This portion of the summer assignment is only intended to provide 
a baseline and an example to use at the beginning of the year when we learn how to write thesis-driven, 
analytical history essays.  Your introduction paragraph should have a thesis that fully explains what the 
argument for your essay will be.  Please underline your thesis.  These essays must be handwritten and I do 
not want you to spend longer than 60 minutes writing it. 

**The notes on chapters 1-3 and the essay are due on the first day of class** 

 

Suggested Due Dates: 

July 7th: Part 1 

August 4th: Part 2  

First Day of Class: Part 3 (Notes and Essay) 

Please Note: 

In accordance with school policy, summer assignments cannot be counted “late” if turned in on the first 
day of school.  The due dates above will allow your instructors to provide timely feedback on your summer 
assignments and will save you the stress of waiting until the last minute to complete the work.   

 

If you have any questions about the assignment please email Mr. Perez (carlos.perezdealejo@dpsnc.net) or 
Mr. Holthaus (joseph.holthaus@dpsnc.net)! 

Mr. Holthaus’ website: https://sites.google.com/dpsnc.net/historyinthehaus/  

Mr. Perez’s website: https://sites.google.com/dpsnc.net/mrperez 

 

 

Thank you and have a wonderful summer! 
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